
[image: ]JEFF DAVIS COUNTY RECREATION DEPARTMENT
83 BUFORD ROAD
HAZLEHURST, GEORGIA 31539
912-375-6650


Coaches Background Check Policy


·	It is a procedure of the Jeff Davis County Parks and 
          Recreation Department to complete a background check on 
          every volunteer coach participating in our Youth Sports 
          Program.

·	Each Volunteer Background check shall be good for a 
          period of one year; beginning on September 1 and ending      
	August 31.

·	All coaches must submit a Jeff Davis County Parks and 
          Recreation Youth Sports coaches application which 
          includes a code of ethics, background screening, and 
          criteria for exclusion.

·	The Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Department 
          can request a background check on any coach at any time 
          during the year.

·	Any information that is returned on a coach through the 
          Background Screening process is subject for review.  The 
          Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Department will 
          review the background information and may recommend 
          that certain applicants be excluded from coaching. 

·	If you have moved to Georgia from another state within the 
          past 5 years, you will be required to submit to a criminal 
          fingerprint check at your own expense.  This will be 
          conducted only one time. 
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                  Youth Sports Coaches Application

Last Name ________________________________ First Name __________________________________
Address ___________________________________ City __________________ State ____ Zip ________
Phone (___) ____-________ Alt. Phone (___) ____-_______ email ______________________________
Driver’s License # _____________________________ Date of Birth ______________________________
List other state’s you have lived in: ________________________________________________________
Sport Coaching: (check below)      	Coaches shirt size: _____
            ___ 6U baseball/softball   ___ 8U boys baseball        ___ 10U boys baseball           ___ 12U boys baseball	
            ___ 14U boys baseball       ___ 8U girls softball           ___ 10U girls softball             ___ 12U girls softball
            ___ 14U girls softball          ___ Wee/Tee ball                         ___ swimming                        ___ soccer
            ___ Flag football                 ___ 8U football                   ___ 10U football                     ___ 12U football 
            ___ Cheerleading (_______) ages  ___ basketball      ___ golf       ___ tennis           ___ Other ______________________
Circle one of the following: Head Coach or Assistant Coach
How long have you lived in Georgia? ______ years / months
Are you a parent of a participant? Yes or No
Have you ever been convicted of a crime? Yes or No
Do you have any pending court cases? Yes or No
I understand that, as a coach for the Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Department, I must go through a background check on a yearly basis.  Also, regardless of previous appointments, the Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Department is not obligated to appoint me as a coach.  I have also read the Code of Ethics and agree to abide by them.  Failure to abide by the Code of Ethics may be cause for dismissal of coaching with the Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Youth Sports Leagues.  I understand that the Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Department also reserves the right to dismiss a coach at any time for any reason.  

Print Name: ___________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________
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Coach & Spectator Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct
1. I will place the emotional and physical well-being of my players ahead of any personal desire to win and remember the game is for the youth, not adults. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Allow and encourage players to listen, learn and play hard within the rules. 
	• Place emphasis on fun, participation and team. 

2. I will remember to treat each player as an individual, remembering the large spread of emotional and physical development as well. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Recognize the differences of each child and treating each player as an individual while 	  
                  demonstrating concern for their individual needs and wellbeing. 
	• Encourage all players, regardless of skill level. 
	• Recognize some physical tasks, drills and demands are not appropriate for all youth. 

3. I will do my best to provide a safe playing situation for my players. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Maintain a high level of awareness of potentially unsafe conditions. 
	• Correct or avoid unsafe practice or playing conditions. 
	• Use appropriate safety equipment necessary to protect all players. 
	• Report unsafe conditions to Recreation and Parks staff. 

4. I will do my best to organize practices that are fun and challenging for all my players. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Establish practice plans that are interesting, varied, and productive which are aimed at 	 
                  improving all players’ skills and individual abilities. 
	• Devote appropriate time to the improvement of each individual player. 
	• Conduct practices of reasonable length and intensity appropriate for the age and 
                  conditioning of the players. 

5. I will lead, by example, in demonstrating fair play and sportsmanship by supporting all players and officials. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Abide by and support the rules of the game as well as the spirit of the rules. 
	• Provide an environment conducive to fair and equitable competition. 
	• Use the influential position of a youth coach as an opportunity to promote, teach and expect 
                  sportsmanship and fair play. 
	• Use appropriate language at all times. At no time is profanity acceptable. 

6. I will use appropriate coaching techniques for each of the skills I teach. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Study and learn the rules of the game for the appropriate age group. 
	• Review all coaching material provided to coaches. 
	• Attend all coaches’ meetings/clinics 

7. I will not use alcohol and tobacco products during league sponsored events. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Be alcohol and drug free during all league sponsored events. 
	• Refrain from the use of any type of tobacco products at all team activities or in the presence 
                 of players.
	• Encourage parents to refrain from the public use of tobacco products or alcohol during team 
                  activities.  

8. I will remember that children play, referees call, fans cheer and coaches COACH. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• Exercise your authority/influence to control behavior of fans and spectators. 
	• Treat parents and coaches of other teams with respect. 
	• Treat officials and league administrators with respect. 

9. As the coach, I will respect and support the decisions of the contest officials. 
Expected Behavior: 
	• I will back and support the decisions of league officials and assist in enforcing all league 
                  rules. 
	• If I have concerns or questions, I will direct them to the league administrator at an 
                  appropriate time. I will not criticize another coach, game or league official. 
	• I will cooperate and offer assistance whenever I can. 

10. I am aware I have a tremendous influence on my players and I will not place the value of winning above the value of instilling the highest ideals of character. 
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Recommended Criteria for Exclusion
A person should be disqualified and prohibited from serving as a volunteer if the person has been found guilty of the following crimes: 
Guilty means that a person was found guilty following a trial, entered a guilty plea, entered a no contest plea accompanied by a court finding of guilty, regardless of whether there was an adjudication of guilt (conviction) or a withholding of guilt. This recommendation does not apply if criminal charges resulted in acquittal, Nolle Prosse, or dismissal. 
	·SEX OFFENSES 
	All Sex Offenses – Regardless of the amount of time since offense. 
	Examples include: child molestation, rape, sexual assault, sexual battery, sodomy,   
               prostitution, solicitation, indecent exposure, etc. 

	·FELONIES 
	All Felony Violence – Regardless of the amount of time since offense. 
	Examples include: murder, manslaughter, aggravated assault, kidnapping, robbery, 
               aggravated Burglary, etc.

	All Felony offenses other than violence or sex within the past 10 years from completed 
               sentence. 
	Examples include: drug offenses, theft, embezzlement, fraud, child endangerment, etc. 

	·MISDEMEANORS
	All misdemeanor violence offenses within the past 7 years from completed sentence.
	Examples include: simple assault, battery, domestic violence, hit & run, etc. 

	All misdemeanor drug & alcohol offenses within the past 5 years or multiple offenses in the 
               past 10 years from completed sentence. 
	Examples include: driving under the influence, simple drug possession, drunk and disorderly, 	public intoxication, possession of drug paraphernalia, etc.

	Any other misdemeanor within the past 5 years from completed sentence that would be 
               considered a potential danger to children or is directly related to the functions of that 
               volunteer. 
	Example include: contributing to the delinquency of a minor, providing alcohol to a minor, 
               theft– if person is handling monies, etc. 

PENDING CASES 
It is recommended that anyone who has been charged for any of the disqualifying offenses or for cases pending in court should not be permitted to volunteer until the official adjudication of the case. The Background Screening Process is an ongoing process and should be subject to review and changes at any time. 









































[image: ]JEFF DAVIS COUNTY RECREATION DEPARTMENT
83 BUFORD ROAD
HAZLEHURST, GEORGIA 31539
912-375-6650



Appeals

The Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Department, along with the recreation board, reserves the right to disqualify, deny, or prohibit any volunteer from coaching to protect the values and interest of its citizens, spectators and most importantly, its children.  
However, if a person has been disqualified, denied, or prohibited by the Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Department from coaching, that person may apply, in writing, to appeal the decision.  Once the appeal has been received, a hearing will be scheduled within 10 business days.  The hearing will be comprised of members of the Recreation Board.  
The Jeff Davis County Parks and Recreation Staff and its Board Members understand people can make a substantial step to restore their integrity and character from issues in their past.  During the appeal process, the person filing the appeal may bring other people to speak on their behalf, documentation, and any other records they believe will be helpful to their appeal process.  The Board Members will provide, in writing, the decision to the person within 3 business days from the appeal hearing.  
Once the appeal hearing is complete and the decision has been determined, the appeal process is FINAL.    
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